152 APPENDIX

Editorial Writer: Why has the government not seen fit to tell the public all
it knows about the so-called curds-and-whey affair? It is not enough to suggest
that this was merely a random incident involving a lonely spider and a young
diner. In today’s world, poised as it is on the knife edge of . . .

Psychiatrist: Little Miss Muffet is, course, neither littie nor a miss. These
are obviously the self she has created in her own fantasies to escape the reality
that she is a gross divorcee whose superego makes it impossible for her to
sustain a normal relationship with any man, symbolized by the spider, who, of
course, has no existence outside her fantasies. Little Miss Muffet may, in fact,
be a man with deeply repressed Oedipal impulses, who sees in the spider the
father he would like to kill, and very well may some day uniess he admits that
what he believes to be a tuffet is, in fact, probably the dining room chandelier,
and that what he thinks he is eating is, in fact, probably . . .

Student Demonstrator: Litle Miss Muffet, tuffets, curds, whey, and
spiders are what's wrong with education today. They're ali irrelevant. Tuffets
are irelevant. Curds are imrelevant. Whey is irelevant. Meaningful experience!
How can you have relevance without meaningful experience? And how can
there ever be meaningful experience without understanding? With
understanding and meaningfulness and relevance, there can be love and good
and deep seriousness and education today will be freed of slavery and Little
Miss Muffet, and life will become meaningful and . . .

Child: This is about a little girl who gets scared by a spider.

(The child was sent home when the conference broke for lunch. It was
agreed that he was too immature to subtract anything from the sum of human
understanding.)

Now it’s your turn to recast a familiar fairy tale or Mother Goose rhyme from
at least three perspectives. Work in groups of three or four and use Mr.
Baker’s piece as a guide.
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