Advanced Composition Essay Scale

1. Rhetorical Strategies
	A
	The essay effectively employs several intentional and effective rhetorical strategies. 

	A-/B+
	The essay effectively employs a variety of rhetorical strategies. 

	B
	The essay attempts to use several rhetorical strategies, yet the placement and use of some have a neutral effect on the paper.

	C
	The essay uses a limited number of rhetorical strategies. Some of the strategies selected may not effectively fit the tone or purpose of the paper.

	D
	The essay employs few if any rhetorical strategies, and those strategy choices may reduce the overall quality of the paper.


2. Idea Development
	A
	Development of ideas is ample, specific, and logical. Ideas are fully elaborated. Topic is explored thoroughly and complexly.

	A-/B+
	Development of ideas is specific and logical. Most ideas are elaborated, with clear movement between general statements and specific reasons, examples, and details.  Topic is explored with consideration to a diverse spectrum of ideas within the topic.

	B
	Development of ideas is adequate, with some movement between general statements and specific reasons, examples, and details.  Topic is explored adequately with consideration of most ideas needed to convey complexity of the topic.

	C
	Development of ideas is limited and may be repetitious, with little movement between general statements and specific reasons, examples, and details. Focus on the general topic is maintained, but focus on the details may not be maintained.  Topic is not explored in enough detail for the reader to understand the topic’s complexity. 

	D
	The essay is thinly developed. If examples are given, they are general and may not be clearly relevant. The essay may include extensive repetition of the writer's ideas or of ideas in the prompt. Focus on the general topic is maintained, but details are minimal or missing.  Topic is explored superficially..


3. Organization

	A
	The organization of the essay is clear: the organization may be somewhat predictable or it may grow from the writer's purpose. Ideas are logically sequenced. Transitions reflect the writer's logic and are integrated into the flow of the essay. 

	A-/B+
	The organization of the essay is clear. Ideas are logically sequenced. Transitions are present but simple. 

	B
	The organization of the essay is clear, but has minor areas of sequence clarity, formatting concerns, and/or transition disruption. 

	C
	The organization of the essay is simple. Ideas are logically grouped within parts of the essay; little evidence of logical sequencing of ideas. Transitions are basic. 

	D
	There is little evidence of organization, paragraphing, formatting, and/or logical grouping of ideas. Transitions may be inappropriate, misleading, or missing. 


4. Introduction and Conclusion

	A
	The introduction and conclusion are compelling, effective, clear, and well developed. Introduction is fluent and welcoming; conclusion provides clear closure.

	A-/B+
	The introduction and conclusion are clear and generally well developed. Introduction has a creative slant; conclusion provides an adequate sense of closure.

	B
	Introduction and conclusion are clear and somewhat developed.  An attempt was made at introducing the topic creatively. Closure is present, but not polished.

	C
	An introduction and conclusion are clearly discernible but underdeveloped.  Introduction to the paper is rushed or minimal. Closure is present, but abrupt.

	D
	An introduction and conclusion are discernible but minimal. Introduction to the paper is missing a clear attention grabber. Conclusion lacks clear closure.


5. Diction

	A
	The essay shows a strong command of language, denoted by variety of word choice. Diction takes clear notice of both connotation and denotation 

	A-/B+
	Word choice is sometimes varied and precise.  Some wordiness could be tightened to enhance clarity and precision. Connotation and denotation are balanced. 

	B
	Language is adequate with word choice that is adequate. Wordiness makes piece awkward and/or less precise in several areas. Denotation of words is accurate, but the connotations may imply meanings that do not match the writer’s tone.

	C
	Language shows a basic control. Words are mostly accurate, but may not be compelling. Wordiness weakens the clarity and precision throughout the entire piece. Both connotation and denotation require more attention.  

	D
	Word choice is simple, inaccurate, and/or irregular.  Wordiness jeopardizes clarity and causes confusion for the reader in one or more areas.


6. Syntax

	A
	Sentence structures are varied in complexity, length, and structure and demonstrate intentional design and accuracy with most concepts taught in class.

	A-/B+
	Sentences are varied in length and structure. Structures are accurate, clear effort taken toward complex structures taught in class.

	B
	Some evidence of sentence variety, yet many sentences are simple and predictable in subject-verb structure. Some risks taken toward complex structures.

	C
	Sentences lack variety and have nearly uniform simplicity, without evidence of complex structures.  Few structures attempted from class instruction.

	D
	Sentence structures are overly simple, inaccurate, and/or irregular. No clear evidence of structures attempted from class instruction. 


7. Grammar and Usage

	A
	There are few, if any, errors to distract the reader, and structures are complex and intentional, demonstrating accuracy with most concepts taught in class.

	A-/B+
	There may be a few errors, but they are rarely distracting.  Structures are accurate, clear effort taken toward complex structures taught in class.

	B
	There may be some distracting errors, but they do not impede understanding. Structures are mostly accurate, but simple. Few risks toward complex structures.

	C
	Errors may be distracting and occasionally impede understanding. Grammatical structures lack complexity. Few structures attempted from class instruction.

	D
	Errors may be frequently distracting and may sometimes impede understanding. Structures show little to no effort toward accuracy or complexity.


8. Voice

	A
	The writer’s clear voice emerges with strong show statements. Your persona as a writer can be inferred by the reader based on a compelling balance and combination of refined diction, structures, details, and imagery.

	A-/B+
	The writer shows strong evidence of an emerging voice and intentional show statements. Your persona as a writer permeates through the piece due to continued focus on the combination of refined diction, structures, details, and imagery.

	B
	The writer shows some evidence of a developing voice and uses some show statements. Your voice as a writer is beginning to permeate through the piece due to some development in diction, structures, details, and imagery.

	C
	The writer’s voice is neutral and/or underdeveloped, with little evidence of show statements. Your voice as a writer is predictable and does not permeate through the piece due to weak development in the areas of diction, structures, details, and imagery.

	D
	The writer shows little voice and little if any evidence of show statements. It is difficult to detect a unique voice of the writer, due to substantial struggles in diction, structures, details, and imagery. 


9. Reflection
	A
	The writer’s reflection articulates depth of thought, incorporation of strategies taught in class, and intentional design of the essay.

	A-/B+
	---------------------------------

	B
	The writer’s reflection shows consideration of strategies taught in class in order to improve the piece. 

	C
	The writer’s reflection discusses purposeful strategies used to improve the paper, yet those claims may be inaccurate and/or inconsistent.

	D
	The writer’s reflection is vague, loosely discusses strategies used to improve the paper, lacks examples and/or evidence to support claims.


10. Revision

	A
	Revisions show a balance of teacher feedback and student reflection. The essay is significantly more mature in written quality and reflects the vast majority of writing concepts introduced throughout the entire course. 

	A-/B+
	Revisions show a balance of teacher feedback and student reflection. The essay is more mature in written quality and reflects many writing concepts introduced throughout the course.

	B
	Revisions show a balance of teacher feedback and student reflection. The essay is more mature in written quality and reflects some concepts introduced in the course.

	C
	Revisions are minor, most of which are simply surface error corrections and/or minor changes either improve the essay slightly, or keep in a its original state. Most revisions are teacher-inspired, with only minor student reflection. 

	D
	Revisions are superficial edits, which are mainly teacher-inspired. The paper is at its original state or at a lesser quality. The paper shows little or no incorporation of course concepts. 


Score = E: Essay shows little or no skill in responding to the task.

The essay shows little or no understanding of the task. The essay may include excessive repetition of the writer's ideas or of ideas in the prompt.  Focus on the general topic is significantly insufficient. There is little or no evidence of an organizational structure or of the logical grouping of ideas. Transitions and other flow signals are missing. Introduction and/or conclusion are missing. Sentence structure and word choice are simple. Errors may be frequently distracting and/or may significantly impede understanding.  No reflection was provided or the reflection neglected to address the required criteria. 

